TRAFFIC

More housing

could mean less traffic.

We've assumed growth causes gridlock. The evidence says otherwise. Seattle proves it.
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If population size caused traffic, these tiny towns wouldn't be gridlocked — and Marin’s traffic
wouldn't have worsened while our population held flat. Something else is driving congestion.
Seattle grew its population by 20% (to 730,400) and cut traffic by 20%. How? By building housing
near jobs, improving transit, and investing in bike infrastructure.

Traffic is shaped by many factors, not just population.

Distance workers travel Transit quality Income-driven driving Housing location
Affordable housing, homes near Ignoring bus/rail options Higher incomes generate more Homes near workplaces and
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commutes and reduce traffic. car is a necessity. personal services. driven per trip.

Yes, population matters — but it's just one of many variables that affect traffic.
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We can actually reduce traffic by building more housing.
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